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of one man to all others" and upholds "the advisability of
appointing such persons or person to guide, to lead or on occa-
sions even to compel and subdue, their inferiors according to
their own better knowledge and wiser will.3'91 Ruskin thus does
not stand for non-violence in principle. All the same he is
against vengeance and retribution and urges the workers not
to take part in armament industries. Unlike Gandhiji again,
Ruskin favours the extension of the sphere of State inter-
ference.92
f Gandhiji's views are more akin to those of Tolstoy than to
those of Ruskin.
Tolstoy's philosophy, which has been called Christian anar-
chism, is the application of the teaching of the Sermon on the
Mount to the solution of modern social and political problems.
The core of the Christ's teaching and the one adequate solution
for human problems is, according to Tolstoy, love.jLove is at
the basis of Tolstoy's principles of non-resistance and non-co-
operation which, as Aylmer Maude points out, are identical.93
According to Maude the source of Tolstoy's doctrine is the
Gospel text, "Resist not him. . .cloak also."94
Tolstoyan non-violence is rooted in the conception that it is
a crime to impose one's will on any creature, to force it in any
way. To quote from Tolstoy's famous letter to Gandhiji, dated
Kocheti, September 7, 1910, "The renunciation of all opposition
by force. . .means the law of love unperverted by sophistries.
Love, or in other words, the striving of men's souls towards
unity and the submissive behaviour to one another that results
91 Quoted by E. Barker in Political Thought from Spencer to Today, p. 193.
Another similar passage disparaging majorities is: "In every vital moment
the right opinion is in the minority of one. . .see only that you set over
every business vital to you, one man of sense, honour and heart." The Works
of Ruskin (lib. ed.)> Vol. XXXI, p. 505.
92 R. H. Wilenski, John Ruskin, pp. 296-98.
93 A. Maude's article on "Gandhi and Tolstoy" reprinted in the Leader,
June 18, 1930. According to Tolstoy the only way to make the world happy
is to bring about a condition of the world wherein all beings could love
.others more than they love themselves. This is how he defines his law of
happiness for all beings: "That I love others more than I love my own
self." His letter to Romain Rolland, dated 4th Oct., 1887, published in the
Modern Review, January, 1927, p. 88 (translated by Dr. Kalidas Nag from the
original French).
94 Quoted in this chapter on p. 26.